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King Mansion
By Alfred Mann
Early History
The King Mansion is one of the most prominent landmarks in
the East End. Located just off the head of North Negley Avenue
on Elgin Street, the original home was built in 1869 for General
James Scott Negley on a 100-acre plot. (For James Negley’s
background including his military exploits in the Civil War, see
Bit of History #14-08).
In the 1870’s, the home was purchased by glass magnate
Alexander King (1816-1890), an Irish immigrant, and his wife
Cordelia. After the house burned in 1879 they rebuilt it in 1880
and named it Baywood, which is a 22-room, Second Empire
style house that has survived to the present. Cordelia King lived
here until her death in 1911. Her son Robert King then occupied
the home until 1954.

Alexander and Cordelia King’s daughter Jennie married Richard
Beatty Mellon, whose children in turn included Richard King
Mellon and Sarah Cordelia Mellon Scaife, prominent names in
Pittsburgh history.
Subsequent History
Beginning in the 1950s the city of Pittsburgh took possession of
Baywood, using it for a variety of purposes. Overall, they were
hard on the home, failing to appreciate its beauty and adding
features that were definitely not consistent with its history.
For example, the interior was painted black and white, and
plasterboard partitions were stapled onto the walls in an effort
to create an art space. In addition, asphalt tiles covered the
hardwood floors and track lighting replaced the chandeliers. By
the end of this period, the structure was in a serious state of
neglect although still strong structurally.
Restoration
Finally, salvation arrived in the form of new owners, Dr. Frank
Brown and his wife Maura, who saw the potential to restore the
mansion to its original beauty. The Browns purchased Baywood
in 1994 and began the arduous task of restoring it. The Browns
are one of only two family units to own Baywood over its entire
history.
As they began removing plasterboard, layers of paint, and asphalt
tile, they discovered one masterpiece after another: handpainted ceiling and wall murals; stenciled, gilded, and glazed
wall coverings; parquet floors; and special tile from England.

Original King Mansion, 1880
Source: Pittsburgh’s East Liberty Valley,
Arcadia Publishing, 2008, page 31
Note in the above photograph, an ornamental lawn design is in the
shape of a cross with arms bent at right angles. This symbol is seen
in ancient civilizations around the world and is still present in some
cultures today. It became very popular in Western culture, and in this
late 19th century garden it is not linked with Nazism of the 1920s.

This effort has entailed extensive historical research to find
identical furnishings and accessories. The hallway now boasts
the original walnut wainscoting, and the library features sconces,
coffered ceiling, and gryphon patterns on burlap wall coverings.
The foyer, topped by a stained-glass window, leads to mahogany
bookcases and patterns of griffins below ornate molding. The
pink and gilded parlor offer a sumptuous visual feast. Visitors
are now greeted by wall murals in the entryway (one uncovered
and the other reproduced).
The dining room ceiling features a hand-painted medallion from
1880, ornate and exquisitely restored. Every nuance has been
recreated to match the original, including a faux walnut burl finish
on pine woodwork.
Using a partial photo survey of the house that had been conducted
by the Kings, the Browns became historical sleuths searching for

Restored King Mansion, 2011
Source: Pittsburgh Post-Gazette,
October 13, 2011

identical furnishings and accoutrements. They also sought out
local artisans to match wall coverings and lighting fixtures. Dr.
Brown even joined the Doorknob Collectors’ Society of America
to find appropriate hardware for the mansion’s massive front
door.
Now, after 18 years of continual renovation, Baywood has been
restored to its original splendor and is on the market, with an
asking price of $2.1 million. In reflecting on the results of their
efforts, the Browns say that they were overwhelmed at first but
later learned to focus on what they had accomplished instead
of what still needed to be done. Dr. Brown adds, “You don’t
really own a house like this. You’re just a caretaker for the next
generation.”
Dr. Brown says that the building has now been safely restored,
remaining as part of Pittsburgh’s architectural history. Artist
Celeste Parrendo, who has helped the Browns recreate some
of the original designs incorporated in the house by the Kings,
concurs, saying that “Too often we’ve lost part of Pittsburgh’s
history by taking buildings and making them into something
they’re not.”
The Alexander King mansion was given a Pittsburgh History &
Landmarks Foundation Historic Landmark designation in 2000.
The mansion is now a magnificent example of Victorian
architecture, lovingly restored in full detail to its original beauty.
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