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The location needs to be large, ideally flat,
somewhat separated from homes, yet accessible
by everyone. It also needs to fit within the park’s
Master Plan, which is one of the reasons the
Parks Conservancy is involved. They also bring
with them a wealth of knowledge as to how to
make this a sustainable, inclusive asset to the
neighborhood.

Welcome to spring in Highland Park.
House Tour tickets are now on sale!

The presentation from the meeting is captured
in this newsletter and is also posted on the HPCC
website if you would like to learn more.

The House Tour Committee has 12 fabulous homes
lined up for the tour that span several different
architectural styles – from Modern to Victorian
to a cottage-style home right out of Hansel &
Gretel. Each home has its own special charm.

There was healthy discussion at the meeting
concerning the pros and cons of each site, a
fenced vs. non-fenced area as well as a few
suggestions of additional areas to consider.
Best practices in other cities were also a topic.

The tour is Saturday, May 10th, the day before
Mother’s Day. Go to www.hpccpgh.org to find
out more information and purchase tickets.
We are still signing-up volunteers to work the day
of the tour. If you are interested in helping out
with the tour, please email the committee at
housetour@highlandparkpa.com. All volunteers
get to tour the homes for free during the other
shift.

Everyone has one month to consider all three
locations before we meet on the project again
at the April 17th HPCC meeting. At that meeting,
we will ask for additional community feedback.
Based on neighbor turnout and location consensus,
additional meetings
may be scheduled.
If all goes as planned,
we could have a lease
free area by fall.

For those of you who
did not attend the
March HPCC meeting
the other night, Susan
Rademacher from
the Pittsburgh Parks
Conservancy and I
unveiled 3 potential
leash-free dog area
locations in the
neighborhood. I know
a lot of people have
been lobbying for
one for a long time,
including myself,
and it was nice to be
able to make progress
on the project.

May 10th

This meeting was the
first step in gathering
community feedback
about a location for the
area. Finding suitable
locations was not as
simple as you would
think as there are
criteria for dog parks.

A permit parking area
meeting was also held
at Fulton last week at
the request of one of
the school’s neighbors
on Hampton Street.
My notes from that
meeting are also
captured in this
newsletter. I was
unfamiliar with
permit parking area
criteria prior to this
meeting. You might
find some of the
details surprising.

It has been
a busy month!
Monica Watt
HPCC President
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The HPCC
Highland Park

DECISION PROCESS OVERVIEW
Once a consensus on location is achieved,
the following groups will meet:
• HPCC, on behalf of the Community

Leash-free
Dog Area

• Councilwoman Deb Gross, City Council
District 7
• Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy
The groups will review community input and
make a recommendation to the Department of
Public Works

Community Meeting
#1 Presentation

July 17 - City Regional Parks Oversight
Committee Meeting
Presentation of combined community feedback
and group recommendation
July / August 2014 - Department of Public
Works review and decision announced

Below is the leash-free dog area presentation
from the March HPCC monthly meeting. The
purpose of this first meeting was to outline the
entire decision and approval process as well as
present three possible locations in Highland Park.
The next meeting is planned for April 17th.
The HPCC Highland Park
Leash-free Dog Area
Community Meeting #1 March 20, 2014
COMMUNITY PROCESS OVERVIEW
March 20 - Community Meeting #1
Present site options and invite initial
community review and comments
April 17 - City Regional Parks
Oversight Committee Meeting
Report to committee initial findings
from March 20 community meeting
April 17 - Community Meeting #2
Open discussion of site options
Additional community meetings will be
scheduled if no consensus on location
is achieved.
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LOCATION 1: ELGIN ST./KING ESTATE
• Existing informal use
• Topography sloping but large enough to
withstand use

LOCATION 3: FORESTRY FIELD

• Generally open; mature trees and woodland
edge would require protection

• Existing fencing is in poor condition and will
need to be replaced

• Water source available

• The entire area is level

• Potential conflict with trail into Heth’s Run

• There are no tree conflicts

• Not centrally located, but easy access

• There is an existing water supply – at Forestry
offices

• Long and narrow space for a run

• Fence free location

• No apparent housing conflicts as the space is
separated from homes by a 2 lane road
LOCATION 2: FARMHOUSE FIELD

• Room for vegetated buffer zone to minimize
tennis conflicts

• Existing fencing can be reused good condition and mostly right-sized

• Ample parking
• Located on the edge of the neighborhood
with access from 2 directions

• Ball field is rarely used; slated
for relocation to Stanton Ave.
complex per Master Plan
• The entire area is level
• There are no tree conflicts
• There is an existing water
supply – water fountain by
the Farmhouse playground
• No housing conflicts as the
space is separated from
homes by 2 roads, a tree
grove, and a stone wall
• Ample parking
• Centrally located within
the neighborhood
• Cover available (porch)
in case of bad weather
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Location Overview

Typical Off-leash Exercise Area Design
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The Pittsburgh
Parking Authority
March 19th Permit
Parking Meeting

Once the initial meeting is held, if the process
is to continue, a petition must be circulated by a
resident to capture signatures and if each person
is for or against permit parking on their block.
70% of residents on each block must be for
permit parking and designation requires a
minimum of 10 block faces (even and odd
numbered sides) for 5 continuous blocks or 100
parking spaces total to qualify for a permit area.
Each individual unit in an apartment building or
multi-unit building counts as one residence and
each person living there can vote. A landlord has
no say in this matter.

I was typing feverishly during this meeting
trying to capture all of the details on permit
parking in the city to share them with the
neighborhood. I had no experience on the
subject so it was also trying to understand it
myself. There was a great deal of detail and
discussion during the meeting about the impact
permit parking has on a neighborhood. I have
done my best to summarize it below. If you
would like additional information, go to
www.pittsburghparking.com/rppp.

Once the appropriate amount of signatures is
submitted, a representative of the Pittsburgh
Parking Authority (PPA) will monitor the area for
3 hours at a time and trace license plates to
prove that the parking places are being used by
commuters or not residents. If their findings
meet the proper criteria, a second meeting with
only the homeowners on the blocks that qualify
will meet to determine the parameters of the
permitted area including days of the week,
times of the day, etc. that will be regulated –
7:00 a.m. – midnight is the maximum.

Pittsburgh has 33 permit areas city wide.
(This is the number given in the meeting.
The website lists 32.) It is a 100% resident
driven process. It is not dictated by the City.

The PPA will then give a recommendation that
will go before City Council during a public
hearing. Residents will get three minutes to
speak if they choose. Five City Council members
must vote in favor of it for it to proceed to the
next step. It is then presented to the Mayor.
He has three choices: sign it, don’t sign and it
becomes law without his signature or veto it.
If he vetoes it, it can go back to City Council
for another round.

The process was developed to aide residents
on streets near large institutions – a hospital
for example. It was intended to keep 8 hour
commuter employees from parking all day on
residential streets.
It does not provide additional parking and it
does not guarantee you parking.
This was an introductory meeting to help the
neighborhood understand permit parking and
the steps needed to have an area designated.
There are qualifying measures and multiple
steps in the designation process.

I have just described the process of creating a
permit parking area, and although we do have
many parking challenges in the neighborhood,
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there are a number of other factors to consider
before we proceed down this road. If permit
parking were to go through, it would cause
significant issues for St. Andrew’s Church, Fulton
School and the businesses and restaurants on
Bryant Street. All non-residential entities are
only allowed one business permit and one parking
permit. That is it.

• Renters must also purchase parking permits,
not the landlord
• Parking tickets are $45 each
• The revenue goes to the City (90%) and
the PPA (10%)
• State law prohibits assigning parking
places
• If you live in a permit area and work in
a different permit area, you need to
purchase both

At the beginning of the meeting, one resident
spoke and reminded everyone what Bryant Street
was like prior to its resurgence. He mentioned
trash, drug dealing, abandon properties and other
negative factors that have all but disappeared.
I realize that it does not make the parking
challenges caused by its growth easier for those
who live closest to it, but I understood his fear
of going backwards.

• There is no enforcement on Sundays
• A variance is needed for events during the
week including house parties
• The Pittsburgh Parking Authority is in charge
of enforcement
• Enforcement is random. It is not done every
day. The PPA also enforces the other 33
areas and oversees parking meters, etc.
They dedicate one day every week to permit
parking enforcement.

The specific issue that brought us to this meeting
was employee parking around Fulton School and
one neighbor’s complaint to the city. The 40 or so
employees of the school, mostly teachers, have
to park on our residential streets during the
school day as there is no parking lot for the school.
Principle Bivens was at the meeting and at one
point did say that they could (if the school board
permitted it) turn the small playground behind
the school into a parking lot, but then they would
have to shut down Hampton Street for a few
hours a day to create a safe zone for the children
to play. Unfortunately, it would still not create
enough parking spaces to solve the problem.

• Every 4 years they will survey and ask
residents if they want it.
• If permits do not sell, they can revoke it for
lack of participation.
The meeting concluded with one resident saying
“Enhancing our community and making sure it is
safe - we should be joining together to fight for
those causes. Permit parking will not help.”
After learning all about permit parking, I have to
say I agree with them.

One resident asked about the City creating a
parking lot. We were told the City does not invest
in parking and that the PPA would have to develop
a lot. The empty lot at Euclid and Bryant was
suggested, but its cost and limited space
would make its development unlikely
from a financial standpoint.
The facts as they were relayed
to us in the meeting are as follows:
• You can purchase a maximum of
three parking permits per home
at a cost of $20 each per year
• You are also permitted one visitor’s
pass per home, also for purchase
• You must prove residency and
purchase each permit annually

Residents attend
March 19 meeting at Fulton.
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Celebrate

Here is what trees do
for our community:

Spring
in Highland Park
By volunteering to plant trees, you can
help make Highland Park more beautiful.
We need volunteers to plant trees on
Saturday, March 29.
The Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy
will be hosting our 3rd tree
planting at the Farmhouse.
We will work from 8:45 am to
noon (rain, shine or snow).
If you can volunteer, sign up
at www.paconserve.org/216.
If you have any questions,
contact Nancy Levine:
nlevinearnold@gmail.com
or 412 439 5172.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Make our neighborhood a
beautiful and pleasant place
to walk in or drive through
Decrease crime
Increase the value of our houses
Calm traffic
Decrease our heating and
cooling costs
Decrease air and water pollution
Help manage storm water run-off

For more details on how trees
benefit our neighborhood and a
look at the studies that support
these claims about trees, go to:
www.treepittsburgh.org.

Thank You from the

Highland Park
Tree Tenders!

Children ages 7 and older are encouraged
to help along with their parents or a
responsible adult.
If you can’t make it to this planting,
we hope you can make it to
one of our neighborhood
Tree Care Days. They
are April 24, May 20
and June 17 all
at 6 p.m. More
information will
follow via the
HPCC ListServ.

TREES

by Planting
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he Bucs are packing up in
Bradenton and heading
back home for Opening
Day, and sooner or later this
long winter will loosen her grip
on us here in Highland Park,
with spring right around the
corner, and as we move on in
the Church Calendar through
the later weeks of the rich
season of Lent on to the good
news of a sunny Easter. And with
all best wishes for a great spring
to all in the neighborhood!

At 3 p.m. the Great Bell of St.
Andrew’s Church will be tolled
33 times, to acknowledge the
traditional number of years in
our Lord's earthly life.

AROUND
ST.ANDREW’S

Easter morning festival
services on Sunday, April 20,
will be at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m.
All are most welcome and
warmly invited. A champagne
reception will follow each
service, and a fun Easter Egg
Hunt in the Churchyard will
follow the later service, at
about 12:15 p.m.

Our buildings and grounds
continue to be in a bit of a
A special musical event will
jumble, with the year-long
follow in Easter Week on
project of renewal and new
By Bruce Robison, Rector
Thursday, April 24, at 7:30
construction drawing to an end
p.m., when renowned pianist
(we pray) early this summer.
Eugene Alcalay will present a program of music
In the meantime many of our usual spring
by Schubert, Shostakovich, Beethoven, and
activities are happening elsewhere, or in
Liszt. The concert, which will be MC’d by
different ways. Services, of course, and a few
WQED’s own Jim Cunningham, is offered as a
special musical events continue to brighten the
benefit memorial remembering the late Linda
pages of the calendar.
Fischer, of the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra,
with a $10 donation requested.
Choral Evensong on the Thursday of the Fourth
Week in Lent, April 3, at 8 p.m., will be sung by
St. Andrew’s, in the 5800 block of
St. Andrew’s Parish Choir, and a piano recital
Hampton Street, has been at the heart of
following the service will by Nathan Carterette,
this neighborhood of Highland Park for over
Organist and Choirmaster of the Episcopal Church
a century now — and we’re investing now
of the Redeemer, in Squirrel Hill.
with enthusiasm for a great new century of
life and ministry. In the meantime, if you
The Maundy Thursday service in Holy Week, on
have a pastoral concern we can help with —
April 17, will be 7 p.m., in the Church — as we
a baby to be baptized, a marriage to celebrate,
won’t be able to have our traditional service and
a sick or shut-in family member or neighbor
potluck supper in Brooks Hall this year.
who would appreciate a visit and a blessing,
a family to comfort at the time of the death
The traditional Great Three Hours of Good Friday,
of a loved one, please feel free to give our
April 18, will begin with Stations of the Cross at
Church Office a call at 412-661-1245 — or
noon, the Liturgy for Good Friday at 1 p.m.,
check us on the web, standrewspgh.org,
and at 2 p.m. a Service of Music offered by
or on Facebook.
St. Andrew’s Parish Choir and Chamber ensemble.

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
5801 Hampton Street, Highland Park, Pittsburgh
412-661-1245 • www.standrewspgh.org
The Rev. Dr. Bruce Monroe Robison, Rector
The Rev. Jean D. Chess, Deacon
Peter J. Luley, Organist & Choirmaster
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HARD-TO-RECYCLE

COLLECTION EVENT
On Saturday, April 5, the
Pennsylvania Resources Council
(PRC) will host the first of
four 2014 “hard-to-recycle”
collection events to enable
individuals to drop off e-waste
such as computers and televisions,
cell phones, printer/toner
cartridges, CFLs, microwave
ovens, used vegetable/cooking
oil and polystyrene packaging
material (EPS) at no cost.
Saturday, April 5,
from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.
at the Galleria at Pittsburgh Mills
While most items – including
televisions and computers – will be
collected free of charge, individuals
will pay a nominal fee to drop off
alkaline batteries, tires, small Freon
appliances, fluorescent tubes, vacuum
cleaners and small kitchen appliances.
For a detailed list of items accepted
and the price structure, visit
www.prc.org or call PRC at
412-488-7490, ext. 236.

HPCC Officers
President
Monica Watt (412) 980-4208
Vice President
Dave Atkinson
Treasurer
Paul Miller (412) 365-0675
Secretary
Bob Staresinic (412) 441-8972

HPCC Directors
Teri Rucker (412) 482-2533
Glen Schultz
Laura Smith
Vernon Simmons
Janine Seale
Christine Adams
Kelly Vitti
Andrew Brooks
Jake Pawlak

HPCC Committees
Beautification –
Nancy Levine-Arnold
Children’s Events –
Teri Rucker (412) 482-2533
Education – Dave Atkinson
House Tour –
housetour@highlandparkpa.com
Finance – Glen Schultz
Membership – Kelly Meade (412) 362-0331
membership@highlandparkpa.com
Newsletter – Monica Watt (412) 980-4208
editor@highlandparkpa.com
Nominating – Bob Staresinic (412) 441-8972
Public Safety –
Lynn Banker-Burns (412) 361-8863
public-safety@highlandparkpa.com
Reservoir of Jazz – Tania Grubbs

HPCC February
Meeting Minutes
Do to a scheduling conflict, the HPCC did not have
a February Meeting.

Super Playground –
Monica Watt (412) 361-7902 &
Vernon Simmons (412) 661-1366
Yard Sale – Paul Miller (412) 365-0675
Welcoming – Janine Seale
Zoning – Dell Ziegler (412) 363-0742
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Check Us Out!

Daniel J. Landis
Sales Associate
“I Make House Calls!”

www.
hpcc

Prudential
Preferred Realty
5801 Forbes Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15217
Bus: 412-521-5500 #215 • Res: 412-421-5138
Fax: 412-521-4854 • Cell: 412-608-2620
E-mail: danlandis@prudentialpreferred.com
An independently owned and operated member of The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.

pgh

6223 Meadow St.
Pittsburgh, PA 15206

com

phone: 412.362.0100
fax: 412.441.5678


  
Direct Repair Collision Specialists
Check the status of your car at

.

Mike Fiore
Owner

www.MikesAutoBodyPGH.com
email: fiore2001@aol.com

Hello Residents,
My name's Austin Killian and I am a sophomore majoring in
Finance and Marketing at the University of Pittsburgh College of
Business Administration. I am also the local branch manager of
College Works Painting in the Pittsburgh Area.
Since I was born and raised in the Pittsburgh area, I
understand the sense of pride you take in your well-kept homes,
and I will treat them as my own. I have been through extensive and
vigorous training by the company and my mentor Justin Brown. As a
result, I can ensure you your expectations will be met. As an
aspiring entrepreneur, College Works has given me the perfect
opportunity to run my own branch of a company.
I know it may seem early to be thinking about painting, but right now my goal is to knock
out all of my FREE exterior estimates before final exams in late April! That way, instead of
continuing to market during the summer, I can just focus on providing quality production. Plus,
right now our prices are the lowest we can provide before my painters receive their raises and
the demand for painting skyrockets! Call now for your FREE exterior painting estimate.

Austin Killian
College Works Painting
Branc h Manag er
(724) 766-0696
 Email: aak69@pitt.edu
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5996 Penn Circle South
Suite 301
Pittsburgh, PA 15206
LISA SOLOMON & JESSICA ALLEN
412-363-4000 ext 205
lisa.solomon@pittsburghmoves.com

412-363-4000 ext 206
jessica.allen@pittsburghmoves.com

We Get Homes Sold!
2 Heads are Better than 1
Contact Us…We Are Available!!

Continuing to provide high quality auto service
& collision repair for the last 24 years.
While management has changed, the quality of
our service hasn’t. We would like to assure our
customers that you will continue to receive the
high quality service that you have come to expect
from our collision and service departments for
the past 24 years.
Call or stop in to schedule your next appointment.
Lou Iezzi, Jr.

Lou Iezzi &
Son’s Auto, Inc
5703 Bryant Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15206
412-362-7022 • louiezzijr@aol.com

12

