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A Little Lending

Goes a Long Way

Over the past year, the HPCC has been involved
in many issues of interest to the neighborhood:
District 7 Candidates Forum, Heth’s Run Bridge
replacement, the future Heth’s Run Park in the
lower Zoo parking area, Heth’s Run / Natoli Field
improvements, creation of an off-leash dog area,
parking issues, liquor license monitoring, zoning,
public safety, pedestrian safety (the stop sign at
the top of Bunker Hill), schools/education and
tree plantings.
We also coordinated the following annual events:
House Tour, Bryant Street Festival, Yard Sale,
Cinema in the Park, Fourth of July Bike Parade,
Reservoir of Jazz and Halloween Costume Parade.

HPCC April
Meeting Minutes

Our most recent endeavor is the creation of
an Off-leash Exercise Area (OLEA) for dogs.
We have held two community meetings and
sponsored an email survey to gain consensus
on a desired location within the Park. At our last
meeting, residents voted for the Forestry Field
location on Stanton Avenue, almost unanimously.
The online survey we sent out had 403 participants
and it too indicated that the Forestry Field
location was the favored option.

We have so many new neighbors, I thought I
should start at the beginning in case you are
holding this newsletter wondering why you are
receiving it. For those of you who are longtime
HPCC members, I apologize in advance for any
repetitiveness.
Founded in 1947, the Highland Park Community
Council (HPCC) is the oldest neighborhood
organization in the city. We are a 501(c)(4)
non-profit organization run completely by
neighborhood volunteers and 100% of all
membership fees and donations are used to
support Highland Park.
This newsletter is our annual mass mailing to
the entire neighborhood. We produce 10 issues
throughout the year that are sent out through
the ListServ, a neighborhood-wide group email
list, and posted on our website – hpccpgh.org.
Membership runs from September to August.
I am happy to announce that online membership
is now available. Paying for your annual membership online does have its benefits including
receiving the HPCC monthly newsletter
directly into your inbox without the need
to sign-up for the ListServ. Our new online form
also gives you the option to donate more than
your annual $25 membership fee, if you like. We
have added the following membership categories:
$50 Friend of Highland Park, $100 Patron of
Highland Park and $250 Champion of Highland
Park. Some of you have already generously
donated and I thank you for your support!

By Bob Staresinic
Monica Watt, HPCC President, called the meeting
to order at 7:03 p.m. with a quorum present.
Nancy Levine spoke about the stone wall at
the intersection of Negley Avenue and Mellon
Terrace. Plans are beginning to look at restoring
this structure built by the WPA in 1938.

As part of the decision making process, which
was highlighted in the April community meeting
presentation and in the April HPCC newsletter
(both of which are available on our website), Deb
Gross’ office, The Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy
and I met and are recommending the Forestry
Field location to the Dept. of Public Works, who
will make the final decision.

Gordon Manker spoke about the Project 15206
rain container initiative, which is a collaborative
effort between organizations to combat problems
due to excess storm water runoff. Mr. Manker
brought information about the opportunity for
residents of the 15206 zip code to get free or
discounted rain containers. Information can be
found at www.project15206.org.

The design of the actual OLEA will also be
through a community process. If you would like
to share any comments or suggestions for the
design, we have created a short survey to
capture all recommendations in one place www.surveymonkey.com/s/HPOLEAMAY.

Monica Watt presented the results of the survey
on creating an OLEA for dogs in Highland Park.
There were 403 participants and the area adjacent
to the City's Forestry Dept. building on Stanton
Avenue was the top choice. Several residents
spoke about their efforts to get signatures opposed
to the proposed locations at the Farmhouse ball
field and the King Estate. A motion was made,
and duly seconded, to present the Stanton Avenue
location to the City as the community's preferred
location for the dog area, contingent on the
community's continued involvement in the design
process and discussion about parking issues
related to the dog area. The motion passed with
38 votes For, 2 Against, and 3 Abstaining.

Last, but certainly not least, I would like to thank
everyone who participated in the Highland Park
House Tour. It was the first time in almost a
decade that we held a house tour and I am
grateful to everyone who worked together to
make it a success!
Monica Watt
HPCC President
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The meeting adjourned at 8:50 pm. The next HPCC
meeting will be Thursday, May 15, 2014 at 7:00 pm.
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An Update
from the
Highland Park
Community
Development
Corporation

On the residential front, Highland Park overall
continued to thrive in 2013 with very strong
sales in the private residential market. Simply
said, Highland Park is hot. In the still challenging
southwest corner of the neighborhood, however,
the HPCDC continues to play a role that the
private market cannot. We lead the way with
quality restorations that stabilize blocks, reset
value and set the stage for the private market
to take on the houses around ours. For a great
example of houses that at one time only the
HPCDC could love, please walk or drive by 839 and
841 N St Clair, two large, now-beautiful single
family homes that we saved via an innovative
private development partnership based on a
powerful shared vision. Give a big “Welcome!”
to these new neighbors while you are there.
The foodie culture has really taken root in
Pittsburgh and Highland Park continues to
attract prominent acclaim. And rightly so, with
great attractions like Park Bruges, Tambellini’s,
E2, Smiling Banana Leaf, Food Glorious
Food, Teppanyaki Kyoto, Park Place Pub and
Bryant Street Market. On any given evening
Bryant Street plays host to visitors from
throughout the region.

Like the arrival of spring after a long winter,
this past year brought rays of most welcome
sunshine to the efforts of the Highland Park
Community Development Corporation (HPCDC).
Barriers imposed by the economic downturn,
bureaucratic challenges and funding streams
that had all but dried up were overcome and we
were once again able to show the fruits of what
drew us to this work in the first place - the very
rewarding restoration of the bricks and mortar
fabric of this great neighborhood.

Annual Fulton
K-5 School Tour

This project overcame a full range of challenges
during 2013, but is now firmly underway. While
the project won’t be complete until late in the
year, we are already seeing strong interest in the
six 2-BR apartments (all with 2-car garages off
the alley!), as well as in the tall, open commercial
spaces (flexible from 660 to 3960 sq. ft.). Take a
good look on your next visit to the street and let
us know if you would like to be part of this
newest addition to Bryant.

By David Atkinson
Located in the heart of Highland Park, Fulton
K-5 is an award winning neighborhood school
featuring a French magnet program. You are
invited to visit Fulton's dynamic learning
environment which challenges each and every
student to achieve at the highest academic
levels. Fulton leads the District in providing
effective teaching and rigorous academics that
prepare boys and girls for high performing
secondary schools. The Annual Fulton Tour is
sponsored by the HPCC and will be held on
Tuesday, June 3rd at 9:00a.m. Visit hpccpgh.org
to register for the tour online.

I’m happy to say that we also strengthened our
partnership with the Highland Park Community
Council this year and jointly advocated for
responsible property management with landlords
in the neighborhood, brokered discussions
with businesses and other stakeholders,
and participated in City Council, Planning
Commission, Zoning Board, and Housing
Court actions in support of our neighborhood.
Eliminating blight in our neighborhood, restoring
homeownership and ensuring quality property
renovation are central to the mission of the
HPCDC and critical to the future of Highland Park.

Fulton has been serving the community since
1894, and the building is on the National Register
of Historic Places. Today Fulton K-5 offers a
unique blending of a traditional neighborhood
setting with a French emphasis magnet program
that promotes the study of French culture and
language. The instructional program is based on
the District’s comprehensive curriculum.

As always, we want to thank the neighborhood
very much for the support of the mission and
accomplishments of the Highland Park Community
Development Corporation. We greatly
value the engagement and encouragement
of our neighbors to continue to make this
neighborhood one of the best in the city.

Qualified Fulton students enrolled in the magnet
program are guaranteed acceptance into the
Obama Academy 6-12 which is located just a
few steps from Highland Park. Obama Academy
graduates have been accepted into CMU, Pitt,
Penn State, the University of Pennsylvania, MIT,
the Berklee College of Music, the US Air Force
Academy and dozens of other institutions.

Although we do all of this work as volunteers,
the operating costs of the HPCDC total more
than $9,000 each year. Few organizations make
your dollars go farther than the HPCDC. A gift
from you in any amount means a great deal to us.
All contributions are 100% tax deductible.
Thank you for your support!
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The Bryant Street
story needs to be about more than
food, however, if the street is to fully recover.
Our newest project, on the large lot next to
Park Bruges, will directly address this balance,
providing office and retail space on the ground
floor and 2-story townhouse apartments above.
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Graduates can earn up to a full year of college
credit through the International Baccalaureate
diploma and up to $40,000 in Pittsburgh Promise
scholarship
money for
in-state tuition.

David Hance, President
david.hance@hpcdc.org
HPCDC Board: David Hance, Paul Svoboda,
Ernie Hogan, Rudy Maceyko, Fran Escalante,
Kelly Meade, Chris Sandvig, Shad Henderson,
and Mikhail Pappas
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T he Great Highland Park

And no good book goes to
waste. We try to remove
any books which seem to
just sit and donate them
to our public library for
their book sales. I have
also purchased books
from the library book
sales to put into the
Little Free Library
when it seems that
there has not been
many new donations.

Yard Sale & Bryant Street Festival

Yard Sale - 9 a.m. Start

Bryant Street Festival - Noon - 5 p.m.

The festivities begin the first Sunday in June
(the 1st) with our massive, multi-family
Highland Park Community Council Yard Sale
and Bryant Street Festival.

After a healthy morning of walking our tree-lined
streets in search of your favorite yard sale find,
we invite you to join us on Bryant Street, the
heart of our business district, for live musical
performances, delicious foods from our local
businesses and neighbors, and artists selling
their jewelry, ceramics, stationery and much
more. There will be activities for kids including
a moonwalk, face painting and Union Project
will be spinning their clay wheel! The festival
is Sunday, June 1st from Noon until 5:00 p.m.

Like last year, we will have over a thousand
people strolling through the neighborhood
looking for antiques, bargains and collectibles.
For those of you living in an apartment or on a
side street with limited foot traffic, we will be
hosting the Highland Park Flea Market at the
corner of Bryant St. and N. Highland Avenue. If
this is of interest, please check the appropriate
box when filling out the form. There will be an
option to rent tables and chairs for the flea
market. Space will be limited so don’t delay.
It is easy to participate. The Highland Park
Community Council coordinates the yard sale.
Simply fill out the form provided below. With
the exception of your address and the items
you wish to sell, all information is confidential.
Mail the form and $15 (checks made out to
HPCC) to the address listed at the bottom
of the page. You can choose to email your
information and send your payment prior to
the due date. Your payment covers advertising
and printing costs for maps, signs and
address/sale item listings. No form will
be accepted after Sunday, May 25th.
Don’t forget to pick up your signs
and balloons the Saturday (May 31st)
before the yard sale on the front porch
of the address provided below. Please
print legibly to minimize errors.

Bryant Street will be blocked off between
N. Highland and N. St Clair with musical acts on
the stage including a musical group from Obama
High School and the Dilworth Drummers. Look
for more details on the Highland Park ListServ
and on posters in our local businesses.
We would love to have more residents
participate this year. If you are interested
in participating, please let us know. We will
provide you with an 8-foot table and two
chairs. We will also need some volunteers to
assist with setting up and taking down the
tables and chairs. Please
contact us via email at
festival@highlandparkpa.com
if you want to participate,
volunteer, or have any
questions.

Yard Sale Participation Form
Name _________________________________________ Street Address ________________________________________________
Phone Number ___________________________________ Email Address _______________________________________________
If you are interested in the Bryant Street Flea Market option, check here: c Yes
Items For Sale _________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please be concise: No more than 200 characters. List best items first. There is no limitation on what can be sold, only what is in placed in the map handout.

Please mail (or drop off) the form and a check (made out to the HPCC) for $15 to Paul Miller, 5714 Elgin Street, Pittsburgh, PA
15206. For questions, please call (412) 365-0675 or email YardSale@highlandparkpa.com.

Highland
Park’s Little
Free Library

A Colo

rful L
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Why create a Little Free Library? I was inspired
by an article I read in “American Libraries” about
the Little Free Library movement and how it
started in Wisconsin and my desire for a family
project that would not only keep us busy
through the winter, but that would also support
our neighborhood and encourage people of all
ages and abilities to spend time with books.

By Joan Soulliere
What exactly is a Little Free Library? The beauty
of it is, it can be anything in your imagination
because it is an always changing
collection of books
for giving, taking
and reading right in
the neighborhood.
Highland Park’s
is located at 915
Farragut Street.

Little Free Libraries are officially registered
with a number and a location on the
organizations map. The people who house
and maintain Little Free Libraries are called
Stewards and are responsible for keeping
the structure in good shape and notifying
the Little Free Library organization if the
library is removed.

Our Little Free Library
The Little Free Library movement is now
had a humble start in the
international. Discarded phone boxes,
kitchen cabinet section of
cranberry boxes and even packing
Construction Junction as a
crates have been made into Little Free
t
family affair. My husband,
rragu
a
F
Libraries,
and the total
n
o
ibrary
Rob Denshaw, bought an
The L
number exceeds 15,000!
old cabinet, added a real
shingle roof, see-through panels to the front
There is another Little Free
doors and sturdy supports to its base. I drew and
Library in Highland Park on
painted the reading sun and moon, the books,
Wellesley Street. One of
and the cat floating through space and our
my favorite sights is seeing
children, Maeve and Ian, contributed items to
a pair of little legs on
a family time capsule under the roof of the
tippy toes reaching up
structure. This year Rob added a slatted wooden
to open the Little Free
seat on our stone wall, just in case anyone wants
Library door to climb
to sit for a moment and ponder their selection.
into a new adventure.
Please visit us!

The words right above the doors read “Take a
book. Leave a book.” I should have written “Take
a book and/or leave a book” because it is not
necessary to leave a book if you wish to borrow.

T

he Libr
ary on
To learn more about
Welles
ley
the movement, visit
littlefreelibrary.org/ourhistory/.
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The HPCC
ListServ
Update
The ListServ is a neighborhood email list of
roughly 2,300 email addresses that neighbors
use to sell items, request referrals or help with
something or warn the neighborhood if they see
something suspicious. It has been a very useful
communication tool.
In April, Yahoo (and later AOL) made a drastic
change to their anti-spam policy which had the
effect of disabling subscriptions of Yahoo and
AOL subscribers. Because other mail providers
adhere to the anti-spam policies published by
Yahoo and AOL, the effect extended to others as
well, affecting over 10% of the mailing list. It also
eliminated our ability to add “Highland Park” to
the subject line in all emails, among other things.

Yes! You Can
Walk to the
Zoo from
Highland Park

We are working on a solution, but in the
meantime, I suggest everyone add (Highland
Park) to the subject line of the emails they send
to the ListServ to help everyone identify the
emails more easily.

By Tracy Gray, Pittsburgh Zoo
Spring is here and the Pittsburgh Zoo & PPG
Aquarium is looking forward to another fun-filled
season. We want everyone living in the Highland
Park community to know that Zoo Members who
want to walk to the Zoo are invited to enter
through the Education Complex on One Wild
Place and check in with the receptionist on the
second floor instead of walking to the Zoo’s main
admission gates.

For those of you who are not on the ListServ,
you can join at hpccpgh.org. Look for the hot link
in the left hand column on the home page.

A Pittsburgh Zoo & PPG Aquarium Membership
gives you unlimited visits and benefits all year
and is your passport to fun. Your membership also
supports the Zoo in its many conservation and
education initiatives.

Marathon Sunday and a bright
May - the gateway to summertime around this great
neighborhood of ours!

Traditional Anglican choral
services continue to be a
highlight of our congregational life, even during
construction! On May 18, at
The last phase of our
4:30 p.m., the St. Andrew’s
generational renovations is
Schola Cantorum will sing at
now finally rolling along, and
a service that will include the
we do indeed look forward to
world premiere of a choral
the day when we can put out
service by our good friend,
the Welcome Mat again for all
Dr. Alastair Stout, Assistant
our friends and mission
Organist of St. Andrew’s and
partners. “Sometime this sumDirector of Music at the
mer” is what the contractor
Coraopolis United Methodist
tells us. In the meantime, many
Church. Our guest preacher
of our usual spring activities
at that service will be the
are happening elsewhere, or in
Rev. Jeffrey Murph, rector
By Bruce Robison, Rector
different ways. Services, of
of St. Thomas Memorial
course, and a few special musical events continue
Episcopal Church in Oakmont.
to brighten the pages of the calendar.
St. Andrew’s, in the 5800 block of
Sunday morning services continue through May
Hampton Street, has been at the heart of this
at the regular 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. hours, and with
neighborhood of Highland Park for over a
programs for children and adults during the 10
century. If you have a pastoral concern we can
a.m. “hour between the services.” We're marking
help with - a baby to be baptized, a marriage to
our calendars now, though, with the reminder
celebrate, a sick or shut-in family member or
that from Memorial Day through Labor Day neighbor who would appreciate a visit and a
June, July, and August - we'll be on a new summer
blessing, a family to comfort at the time of the
schedule, with one service only each Sunday
death of a loved one, please feel free to give
morning at 10 a.m. We're looking ahead now to
our Church Office a call at 412 661-1245.
the end of summer and our traditional “Round
Or check us on the web, standrewspgh.org.
Up Sunday” - this year renamed “Renaissance
Sunday”- on September 7, with a return to the
regular schedule and a festive picnic on the lawn
with much merry-making and the celebration at
the “official” conclusion of this long season of
preparation and renewal for a new century of
mission and ministry.

AROUND
ST.ANDREW’S

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
5801 Hampton Street, Highland Park, Pittsburgh
412-661-1245 • www.standrewspgh.org
The Rev. Dr. Bruce Monroe Robison, Rector
The Rev. Jean D. Chess, Deacon
Peter J. Luley, Organist & Choirmaster

For more information about membership, visit:
pittsburghzoo.org/Membership/BuyMemberships
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HPCC Officers
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President
Monica Watt (412) 980-4208

PARK

Daniel J. Landis
Sales Associate
“I Make House Calls!”

Vice President
Dave Atkinson

Prudential

Treasurer
Paul Miller (412) 365-0675

5801 Forbes Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15217
Bus: 412-521-5500 #215 • Res: 412-421-5138
Fax: 412-521-4854 • Cell: 412-608-2620
E-mail: danlandis@prudentialpreferred.com

Secretary
Bob Staresinic (412) 441-8972

An independently owned and operated member of The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.

HPCC Directors
Teri Rucker (412) 482-2533
Glen Schultz
Laura Smith
Vernon Simmons
Janine Seale
Christine Adams
Kelly Vitti
Andrew Brooks
Jake Pawlak

Citipark’s Cinema in the
Park features family
friendly movies on the
third Monday of each
month this summer.
Shows start at dusk
and will include:

HPCC Committees
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Preferred Realty

R

6223 Meadow St.
Pittsburgh, PA 15206
phone: 412.362.0100
fax: 412.441.5678
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Mike Fiore
Owner

Check the status of your car at
www.MikesAutoBodyPGH.com

email: fiore2001@aol.com

Beautification –
Nancy Levine-Arnold

• June 16th Monsters
University

Children’s Events –
Teri Rucker (412) 482-2533
Education – Dave Atkinson

• July 21st Big Miracle

House Tour –
housetour@highlandparkpa.com
Finance – Glen Schultz

• August 18th Cloudy with
a Chance of
Meatballs 2

5996 Penn Circle South
Suite 301
Pittsburgh, PA 15206

Membership – Kelly Meade (412) 362-0331
membership@highlandparkpa.com
Newsletter – Monica Watt (412) 980-4208
editor@highlandparkpa.com
Nominating – Bob Staresinic
(412) 441-8972
Public Safety –
Lynn Banker-Burns (412) 361-8863
public-safety@highlandparkpa.com
Films will be shown
on the hill behind
the reservoir at
the north end of
Reservoir Drive. Visit
citiparks.net for the
complete schedule
and more details.
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Reservoir of Jazz – Tania Grubbs
Super Playground –
Monica Watt (412) 361-7902 &
Vernon Simmons (412) 661-1366
Yard Sale – Paul Miller (412) 365-0675
Welcoming – Janine Seale
Zoning – Dell Ziegler (412) 363-0742

LISA SOLOMON & JESSICA ALLEN
412-363-4000 ext 205
lisa.solomon@pittsburghmoves.com

412-363-4000 ext 206
jessica.allen@pittsburghmoves.com

We Get Homes Sold!
2 Heads are Better than 1
Contact Us…We Are Available!!

Highland Park
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Go to the HPCC website to find out what’s happening in Highland Park, find out how
to become an HPCC member/pay for membership online, check out prior newsletters
or join the ListServ...

Check Us Out!

www.

hpcc

pgh

com

.

