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Happy Holidays!



s the year comes to a calendar close and 
the holiday festivities begin, the HPCC 
remains active as our calendar year has 
just begun with our annual membership 
drive in November. If you have not 

renewed your membership yet, you can do so 
online at www.hpccpgh.org.

The following are a few updates on some items 
that are ongoing at this time.

First up, the OLEA. I appreciate everyone’s 
patience as we enter the final stages of 
the project. I am sure most of you are 
discouraged by the lack of progress 
on the construction phase, but if 
my position with the HPCC has 
taught me anything about 
working with the City over 
the years, it is that things 
often take much longer 
than expected. The OLEA 
will happen, just not in 2015 
as I had hoped. What’s the 
hold up? The fencing, 
which was ordered 
months ago, has not 
come in yet. Without 
it, there is no off leash 
area. Also, DPW is still 
working with PWSA 
to determine the best 
way to get a water 
source into the site, which will 
be required in the warmer 
months of the year. Once 
the fencing does come 
in, hopefully any day 
now, weather will play 
a factor. Based on the 
timing, we may need to 
make the decision to put 
the fencing up and add 

the water later, knowing use will be impacted in 
the spring. Or we can decide to wait until early 
spring and do it the right way, all at one time. 
I would appreciate your feedback so when the 
time comes, I know how to move forward. 

Recently, the HPCC Board voted to lend our 
support to the City’s proposed Rental Registry 
ordinance. With so many rental units in our 
neighborhood, we saw this legislation as crucial 
to protecting the health and safety of the 
residents of Highland Park. The version of the 
legislation passed by Council is modeled after 
rental registration programs that have been 
successfully implemented in other Pennsylvania 
cities. It will require landlords to register with the 
city, pay an annual fee and get regular property 
inspections. The goal is to make sure all rental 
properties are safe and if there is an issue, 
the City knows exactly who to contact. It is my 

understanding that owner-occupied units are 
exempt. 

Last, but certainly not least, initial 
meetings on the Heth’s Run 

Ecological and Recreational 
Restoration Project have begun 
and a larger community meeting 

is planned in January. As soon 
as the date is set, I will 

send an email out to the 
ListServ so everyone is 
aware. This is going to 
be one of the largest 
park projects we will 
see in our lifetime and 

it will bring great 
change to our corner 
of the city.

Monica Watt 
HPCC President
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*Based on 2013 figures 
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resilient to the physical, social and economic 
challenges that are a growing part of the 
21st century. 100RC supports the adoption 
and incorporation of a view of resilience that 
includes not just the shocks – earthquakes, 
fires, floods, etc. – but also the stresses that 
weaken the fabric of a city on a day to day or 
cyclical basis.

Todd Shirley described his efforts to revive the 
Welcome Committee. 38 welcome bags have 
recently been distributed to new residents. 

Anne Marie Tocket and Anna Tang described 
how they have been advocating for increased 
cyclist and pedestrian safety/access. They 
described the three projects that they 
submitted as community representatives for 
Bike Pittsburgh. These projects were in turn 
submitted to Councilwoman Gross for inclusion 
in the City’s capital budget.

Gavin White from PPC is the outreach 
coordinator and will be liaising with Highland 
Park and Morningside on the Heth’s Run 
project. The firm Jackson Clark has been hired 
for the community process and will need input 
from community members. The HPCC will assist 
Jackson Clark in outreach to Highland Park 
residents.

The meeting commenced at 7:10 p.m. with  
Vice president Dave Atkinson presiding.

Zone 5 Commander Lando introduced Sergeant 
Joel Lewis who oversees the community 
liaison officers as well as having other duties. 
Commander Lando also introduced plainclothes 
officer Victor Sandy who provided information 
on a recent robbery noting that all suspects are 
currently being held - one adult and three minors.

Cory Buckner from Mayor Peduto’s Office 
provided information on a number of events  
and issues including the Go Mobile App, 311, 
Resilient Cities and a rental registration petition. 
The Go Mobile App allows motorists to pay their 
parking meter via cell phone. The 311 Response 
Center provides service to all city residents for 
issues such as pot holes, graffiti, abandoned 
houses and other non-emergency situations.  
The City has received a $4 Million grant from 100 
Resilient Cities which is funded by the Rockefeller 
Foundation. 100 Resilient Cities is dedicated to 
helping cities around the world become more 

HPCC November  
Meeting Minutes
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The Victorians expressed everything with 
flowers and viewed the Christmas holiday as an 
opportunity to adorn their lavish and detailed 
domiciles with the greenery of the season; it’s 
from our Victorian ancestors that most of how 
we decorate our homes today comes from. For 
us modern folk, we don’t have a bevy of house 
servants to mind the decorating so we’ve got to 
economize and identify a few key areas to get 
the most bang for our buck and back.

Living in Highland Park, just about all of us have 
at least one mantle sitting politely in our homes 

and with a few adjustments, 
it’ll serve as a masterful 
stage for a splash of holiday 
cheer. I like to keep it simple 
when we’re talking about 
the mantle. It anchors most 
living or dining rooms, or 
if you’re really fancy, you 
call it a salon. Whatever 
you’re calling it, this 
structure naturally serves 
as an architectural and 
decorative focal point 
to the space. I start 
with taking a few of my 
standing décor pieces 
off and giving myself 
some room to work. I 
find a nice white pine 
garland or roping works 
well on a mantle and 
has some good staying 
power so long as it’s 
not in direct heat 
or sunlight for too 
long throughout 
the day, but most 
importantly, it smells 

fantastic. Of course you’ll have to 
fiddle with it a bit to get it to lay with an even 

Highland Parker’s Shawn Aversa and Jamie 
McAdams recently opened Von Walter & Funk, 
a fabulous gift boutique in Lawrenceville.  
A longtime fan of Shawn’s decorating style, 
I asked him to share one of his go-to holiday 
decorating tips with me.

Can you believe the holidays are nearly here? 
Maybe it’s the balmy temperature and/or lack 
of snow, but I for one am just getting around 
to decking our halls and with limited time this 
season, and less than two weeks until the big day, 
I’ve got some ‘go to’ accents that are sure ways 
to get your home into the  
holiday spirit.

Happy Holidays Holiday Mantle
The
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drop on each side of the mantle 
and a nice centered drop in the 

front. To keep it in place, I anchor each 
corner of the mantle with a vase of holiday 

greens – Cedar, white & red pine, juniper, some 
seeded eucalyptus and some real or faux pepper 
berries – this mix will highlight some wonderful 
seasonal greens and give both the mantle and 
the arrangement some depth and fragrance. 
From here, you could be done, so long as you’ve 
plenty of room to hang your stockings with care, 
or you could add a few more elements.

To add some finishing touches and details to 
your mantle, I usually bust out my alarmingly 
large, borderline shameful collection of mini 
reindeer (yes, there is a Rudolph & a Clarice) and 
speckle them throughout the laying garland; 
however, this year, I went with my Brittains fox 
hunt collection. Whatever you choose to use, just 
keep it small and colorful to add pops of contrast 
and depth but not overburden the space. Lastly, 
you can’t go wrong with some pinecones and 
vintage Shiny Brite bulbs. Whether you hang 
them on the garland or just nestle them in little 
patches throughout, the cones add a nice organic 
sensibility, while the bulbs add luster, color and 
nostalgia… and if you don’t have any bulbs to 
spare from your tree, use some old C9 ceramic 
light bulbs (those ones you’ve kept for no 
apparent reason other than you can’t bare 
to throw them out) – they’re another great 
option for the mantle. Mix the colors up or 
keep them in pairs or singles – this year I’m 
going with pink and hues of gold.

So we’ve got greens, bulbs, pine cones 
and let’s not forget the magic of light.  
The Victorians used candles… they also 
had a lot of house fires… So if you’re 
going to add a lighting element, I’d 
go with a nice jar candle – something 
high enough to stay out of the garland 
laying on the mantle and something to add some 
fragrance and subtle animation as the flame 
flickers. The other option for light, of course, 
is to entwine some small white lights into your 
garland. My recommendation here would be just 

a small string of incandescent bulbs… the LEDs 
look so manufactured and are just wrong on so 
many levels (my opinion, not fact). Whatever you 
choose, so long as you put a little heart into, it’ll 
be great.

So now I’m pumped and ready to scoot down to 
the flower market and load up on greens. Before 
I go, though, whatever you end up decorating, 
and however you end up doing it this year, 
be sure to take some time with your family 
and friends and enjoy your creation and this 
wonderful winter holiday. 

Cheers!

4



He was born Oct. 1, 1925, in Manhattan, New York, 
the son of Albert and Rose Fischel Wald. Albert 
was an attorney and New York state senator who 
sponsored the state’s first minimum-wage law. 
Rose’s father, Harry Fischel, was a businessman 
who was active in Jewish causes and a founder of 

what today is Yeshiva 
University.

David Wald said his 
father was expected 
to take his place in 
the “Fischel empire.” 
“He didn’t want to do 
that,” Mr. Wald said. 
“I called him a quiet 
rebel because he left 
that. He just kind of 
went out and did what 
he wanted to do.”

In a videotaped 
interview conducted 
by longtime colleague 
Allen Brodsky in 
1999, Dr. Wald said he 
decided on a career 
in medicine when he 
was 10 or 11, after 
an uncle who was a 
doctor gave him a 
book about science.

After graduating from Columbia University in 
1945 and New York University School of Medicine 
in 1948, Dr. Wald joined the Air Force, which 
assigned him to the radiobiology department at 
the School of Aviation Medicine at Randolph Air 
Force Base near San Antonio.

“That’s how I ‘chose’ to do radiation research and 
health physics,” he recalled.

Highland Parker Niel Wald passed away recently. 

He led an interesting life and I thought it might be 

nice to share his obituary with you. 

Born to a politician and a philanthropist’s 
daughter, Niel Wald 
could have assumed a 
comfortable place in 
New York society.

But he had other 
ideas — and pursued 
a cutting-edge career 
in radiation research 
that took him as a 
young physician to 
bomb-shattered 
Japan and decades 
later to the Three 
Mile Island reactor 
meltdown near 
Harrisburg and the 
Chernobyl nuclear 
accident site in Soviet 
Ukraine.

“He traveled a lot, 
and he was one of 
the early responders 
when there would be 
a nuclear meltdown,” 
said Dr. Wald’s son, 
David of Maplewood, N.J.

Dr. Wald, 90, whose work with Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki atomic bomb survivors contributed to 
what is described as the world’s most important 
body of data about human radiation exposure, 
died Saturday at Charles Morris Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center in Squirrel Hill. A professor 
at the University of Pittsburgh Graduate School 
of Public Health from 1958 to 2004, he had been 
in declining health since a fall in May. 
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Dr. Niel Wald 
1 9 2 5  –  2 0 1 5 

Courtesy of the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Remembering



Near the end of Dr. Wald’s Air Force duty, 
Shields Warren, a Navy pathologist who 
studied radioactive fallout in Japan,  
persuaded him to join the Atomic Bomb 
Casualty Commission there as senior 
hematologist and head of the radioisotope 
laboratory.

“To be honest, getting people there was not 
always easy,” said M. Susan Lindee, professor 
of the history and sociology of science at the 
University of Pennsylvania and the author of 
“Suffering Made Real: American Science and 
the Survivors at Hiroshima.”

Dr. Wald and his wife, Lucienne, lived in 
Japan from 1954 to 1957. David Wald and his 
younger brother, Phillip, who died in 1986, 
were born there.

Ms. Lindee said the commission, which 
continues to operate as the Radiation  
Effects Research Foundation, has compiled  
the world’s most extensive data on human 
radiation exposure. “This is it. This is the  
most important population.”

Mr. Brodsky, an adjunct professor of  
radiation medicine at Georgetown University 
whose doctoral work at Pitt was supervised 
by Dr. Wald, said his mentor published an 
early account in the journal Science about 
the prevalence of leukemia among Hiroshima 
survivors and developed a way to study 
radiation exposure through chromosomal 
changes.

From 1957 to 1958, Dr. Wald was head 
biologist at the Health Physics Division of Oak 
Ridge National Laboratory in Tennessee. He 
joined Pitt in 1958 as professor of radiation 
health. In 1967, Dr. Wald helped to treat three 
workers accidentally exposed to radiation in a 
Gulf Oil Co. accelerator accident in Harmar.

Also surviving are a granddaughter, Esther 
Wald of Brooklyn, N.Y.; and a sister, Judy Wald 
of Manhattan. Services, with military honors, 
were Monday.
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Save 
the Date!

The Highland Park House Tour 
is scheduled for May 7th, 2016 – 

Mother’s Day weekend!  
If you are interested in having 

your house on the tour or in 
volunteering, please let the  

house tour committee know at  
housetour@highlandparkpa.com. 

THE 3RD ANNUAL 
ZONE 5 POLICE HOLIDAY 

MEET & GREET 
will take place Saturday, December 19th between 

1:00 p.m. and 3:00 p.m. at the Zone 5 Police 
Headquarters on Washington Blvd. Please join us 
as we celebrate the goodness of our community 

and to meet Zone 5 police officers.



A project of
7

d

ff

f

f
f

d

f

f

f

f

d
d

fd
d

Go to http://alleghenysnowangels.org/ to 
register. Here is what you can expect:

Ready to shovel? Here’s how to get started:

Register: So you’re ready to commit and 
become part of an elite snow shoveling army. 
Congrats! 

Complete Online Training: Did you know 
there’s a right and a wrong way to shovel 
snow? Learn more via our short and simple 
Online Snow Angels Training.

We’ll Be In Touch: We’ve simplified the 
sign up process this year by providing 
individualized matching via phone. Expect a 
phone call from a Snow Angels team member 
within 24-48 hours after you complete 
registration to assist you with locating a 
senior close by. You’ll be shoveling in no time!

Pick Up Supplies: While most care recipients 
will have a shovel and salt available for their 
volunteer, shovels and salt are available for 
pickup for volunteers who need them. Please 
contact us if you’re in need of supplies.

Tell Us When You Shovel: We recommend 
reporting your hours weekly, depending on 
how often it snows. We’ve made it easy using 
an online form.

Share Your Experience: Join in the fun 
and share your Snow Angels experience 
via Instagram using the hashtag 
#PGHSnowAngels. Be sure to follow us  
at @PGHSnowAngels.

Snow Angels matches neighbors with neighbors 
to shovel the walks of those who are unable to 
do this on their own. Volunteers impact lives in 
our community by ensuring our more vulnerable 
neighbors continue to have access to essential 
services such as home-delivered meals and 
medications during the harsh winter months.

We invite any resident of Allegheny County who 
is able to shovel snow to volunteer! 

We have many people throughout our 
communities who are unable to shovel their own 
walk. By volunteering, you are ensuring their 
safety and access to meals and medications. 
Those under the age of 18 must sign up with an 
adult. Volunteers must pass a criminal  
record check.

Become 
Someone’s 
Snow Angel
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Volunteer Beth Keib shoveling

Volunteer Beth Keib with 
Peggy Finnegan of WPXI 
and Jamison Combs



the Great Bell.  A champagne 
(or non-alcoholic alternative) 
toast will follow in Brooks Hall!

On Thursday evening, January 
7, 2016, our first “First 
Thursday” service of Choral 
Evensong in the new year 
will observe the Feast of the 
Epiphany of our Lord, with 
the St. Andrew’s Parish Choir, 
under the direction of Peter 
Luley, singing the Evening 
Service in F Major by George 
Dyson and the anthem, “There 
shall a star from Jacob come 
forth,” by Felix Mendelssohn.  
A brief recital will follow, 
featuring pianist Nathan 
Carterette, and then all will be  

invited to a festive dessert reception in Brooks Hall.

St. Andrew’s, in the 5800 block of Hampton 
Street, has been in ministry in the heart of 
this neighborhood of Highland Park for over a 
century.  If you have a pastoral concern we can 
help with – a baby to be baptized, a marriage 
to celebrate, a sick or shut-in family member 
or neighbor who would appreciate a visit and a 
blessing, a family to comfort at the time of the 
death of a loved one – or if you simply would 
like some space for a family gathering too large 
for your living room, please feel free to give our 
Church Office a call at 412-661-1245 – or to 
check us out on the web,  
standrewspgh.org, or 
to “Like” us on Facebook 
(/StAndrewsEpiscopal).  
We’re always glad to hear 
from you, and to help if  
we can. 

ecember and 
January, as we 
sail from Fall to 
Winter and from 

Old Year to New, and in the 
Church, Advent, Christmas 
and Epiphany – and through 
it all we would wish all 
our neighbors a season of 
blessings and renewal, healing 
and mercy, hope and joy.

Following our usual pattern, 
we will have two services 
on Christmas Eve, Thursday, 
December 24, with the 
somewhat less-formal 4:30 
p.m. Family Service of Holy 
Communion to include the 
Blessing of the Creche, 
familiar carols and the Rector’s Children’s Sermon.  
The traditional Midnight Choral Service of the Holy  
Communion begins by candlelight at 10:30 p.m. with  
a Prelude of Music for harp, brass, organ and Choir, 
featuring guest-artist Sierra Pastel and with the 
Holy Communion service beginning at about 11 p.m.

For those who prefer a quieter service, or who 
don’t care to venture out at night, a Christmas 
Morning service of Holy Communion will take 
place in the Chapel at 10 a.m. on Friday, December 
25, with a capella carols, followed by a Christmas 
Morning Coffee Hour.

On Thursday evening, December 31, New Year’s 
Eve, we’ll gather at the Church at 11 p.m. for a 
brief organ recital presented by our Organist and 
Choirmaster, Highland Park resident Peter Luley  
– followed by a service of Holy Communion in the 
Chapel – and then we’ll climb the tower and ring 
in New Year 2016 for the whole neighborhood on 

AROUND  
ST. ANDREW’S

By Bruce Robison, Rector
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St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
5801 Hampton Street, Highland Park, Pittsburgh  

412-661-1245 • www.standrewspgh.org

The Rev. Dr. Bruce Monroe Robison, Rector 
The Rev. Jean D. Chess, Deacon  

Peter J. Luley, Organist & Choirmaster



We have a Queen Anne Victorian that calls out 
for lots of holiday decorating. And yes, I get a 
little carried away. One of my go-to decorating 
tips is to put poinsettias in front of the fireplaces 
on the first floor to dress them up. The fireplaces 
are nicely tiled, but the gas inserts have long 
been removed and an open space remains. If 
the poinsettias are large enough, 
they fill the space 
nicely and 
add more 
color and 
cheer to the 
rooms.

Finding the perfect poinsettia was challenging 
at first, but then I came across Janoski’s Farm 
and Greenhouse in Clinton, PA. They have 
many different shapes and sizes and the costs 
are reasonable. If you are up for a holiday 
adventure, it is a bit of a drive out past the 
Pittsburgh Airport. For more information  
go to www.janoskis.com. 

Finding 

The Perfect Poinsettia
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HPCC Officers
President 
Monica Watt (412) 980-4208

Vice President  
Dave Atkinson

Treasurer
Paul Miller (412) 365-0675

Secretary
Bob Staresinic (412) 441-8972

HPCC Directors 

Kelly Vitti 
Jake Pawlak 
James McAdams 
Amber Quick 
Janine Seale 
Christine Adams 
Jessica Bowser
Scott Dietrich
Todd Shirley

 

HPCC Committees 
Beautification – Nancy Levine

Children’s Events – Teri Rucker  
(412) 482-2533

Education – Dave Atkinson 

House Tour –  
housetour@highlandparkpa.com

Finance – Glen Schultz

Membership – Kelly Meade (412) 362-0331 
membership@highlandparkpa.com

Newsletter – Monica Watt (412) 980-4208 
editor@highlandparkpa.com

Nominating – Bob Staresinic  
(412) 441-8972

Public Safety –  
Lynn Banker-Burns (412) 361-8863 
public-safety@highlandparkpa.com

Reservoir of Jazz – Tania Grubbs

Super Playground –  
Monica Watt (412) 980-4208 &  
Vernon Simmons (412) 661-1366

Yard Sale – Paul Miller (412) 365-0675

Welcoming – Todd Shirley 

Zoning – Jake Pawlak

A reminder that many of our local businesses  
and restaurants offer gift certificates –  
the perfect way to spread some holiday cheer.

Joseph Tambellini Restaurant

Enrico’s Tazza D’Oro 

E2 (Squared)

Park Bruges Cafe

Smiling Banana Leaf

Union Project 

Bryant St. Ltd. 

Jeffery Smith Salon

Shop Local:
Last Minute 
Gift Ideas



 

5996 Penn Circle South
Suite 301

Pittsburgh, PA 15206

 

LISA SOLOMON & JESSICA ALLEN 

412-363-4000 ext 205 412-363-4000 ext 206
lisa.solomon@pittsburghmoves.com  jessica.allen@pittsburghmoves.com 

WWee  GGeett  HHoommeess  SSoolldd!!  
22  HHeeaaddss  aarree  BBeetttteerr  tthhaann  11  

CCoonnttaacctt  UUss……WWee  AArree  AAvvaaiillaabbllee!!!!  
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Check Us Out!

Pittsburgh’s Leading  

Direct Repair Collision Specialists 

6223 Meadow St. 

Pittsburgh, PA 15206 

phone: 412.362.0100 

fax: 412.441.5678 

Mike Fiore 

Owner 

 

email: fiore2001@aol.com 

Check the status of your car at  

www.MikesAutoBodyPGH.com 

Suganya Rajendran
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
The Preferred Realty
5801 Forbes Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15217
C I 412-545-3303
E I Srajendran@thepreferredrealty.com
Follow me @SuganyaSells

Let me help you sell your house today!


